
THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
 

 

I Am Ruined! (The Day I Met God) 
 

Isaiah 6:1-8 (NIV)  
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the  temple. 2 Above him 

were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 
And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 4 At the sound of their voices 

the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live 

coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your 

guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I 
said, “Here am I. Send me!”  

I saw the Lord. He was in a building, like the temple, like being at church, except there was smoke all throughout. The Lord sat 
powerfully on his throne, high and exalted, so much higher above me. The train of his robe filled the temple. He commanded the 
room. Fiery angels flew about. They had six wings – two covered their faces, two covered their feet, and with two they flew. They 
were calling to each other. “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” (verse 3) It wasn’t like how we 
sing it at church – beautiful, harmonious, peaceful. The sound of their voices shook the doorposts and the thresholds. It was an 
earthquake that made me feel like this building would come down on me. “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” (verse 5) It was the 
worst day of my life.  

Wait, what? You saw the Lord, and it was the worst day of your life? People have visions of heaven and of Jesus, and they talk about 
feelings of calm and peace and serenity. This is supposed to be awe inspiring, life-changing, comforting. What’s wrong with you?  

Neither you nor I have ever been in the presence of God the way Isaiah was. The fiery angels, the seraphim, proclaiming that the 
Lord Almighty is three times holy, one holy for each person of the Trinity – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Isaiah was before a perfect 
and sinless God of power. In that moment, Isaiah instantly recalls how far from perfection he is. He, a sinner, cannot stand in the 
presence of the holy, holy, holy Lord Almighty. He is unclean. Unclean people cannot stand before God. This made it the worst day of 
Isaiah’s life. 

Peter had the same reaction. Jesus comes up to Peter, asks him to put one of his boats a little out from the shore so that he could 
teach the people. Peter listens to Jesus while washing his nets. At the end of his teaching, Jesus told Peter to put his nets down in 
deep water for a catch of fish. After a little protest, Peter does what Jesus says. They catch such a large number of fish that their nets 
begin to break. This is when Peter gets it. Jesus is God, the holy, holy, holy Lord Almighty whose glory fills all the earth and so 
brought about this miraculous catch. Instead of brimming with gratitude, Simon Peter fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from 
me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” (Luke 5:8) For him too, when he met God, he was overcome with his sin. He couldn’t stand to be in 
God’s presence because he was unclean. He too knew that he was ruined. The day he realized Jesus was the holy, holy, holy Lord 
Almighty was the worst day of his life.  

One day, we will all meet God face to face. How do you picture that day? Do you picture it like coming home with your report card in 
hand, that you have a bunch of good grades - As and Bs, maybe just one C in that really hard class - and you can’t wait to show your 
parents because they are going to be so proud of your effort? Do you think meeting God will be more like going over to Grandma 
and Grandpa’s house where they spoil you rotten and don’t discipline you for anything that you do wrong? Do you think meeting 
God will be like that week of finals where you had worked so hard studying, memorizing all the facts, so that when the time came 
you were completely confident that you would ace the test? Do you picture meeting God like going to that interview as a shoe-in, 
that you have every qualification, and you know that you are the best candidate for this position?  

In thinking of the day when they would meet God, one person said, “I’m actually kind of looking forward to the day when I get to 
meet the Savior and we review my life together. I look forward to getting to show Him what I’ve had to work with, who I have 
become, and the life I’ve made. And I suppose that’s the most important legacy I can leave.” 

If meeting God is going to be like a performance evaluation or a report card or some kind of year in review, we best understand who 
God is and how he will judge. He will judge us by his holy, holy, holy standard. This standard is not something he earned with extra 



credit to be three times holy; this is who he is, who he has always been. He is God, not some supped version of a person. As such, he 
will not accept or tolerate anything less than what he is - perfection, holiness, complete sinlessness.  

When you come into the presence of the Lord Almighty, every imperfection of our lives is exposed. Every sinful thing we have ever 
said, every word of derision, every hateful word uttered, every reputation we failed to uphold or defend, every dirty joke, every lie, 
every time we used God’s name to curse or used it in vain – all of the things that have given us unclean lips are exposed. At the same 
time, we are surrounded by people with unclean lips so that even when we don’t say these unclean things from our own lips, other 
people in our hearing do. We are surrounded by uncleanness, a lack of holiness.  

When we meet God, we won’t plead our case or ask for the test. We will already know that all our works, all our efforts, every good 
thing we have ever done, are not enough. At that moment, we realize that we are not holy as God is holy. We don’t have anything 
that we can offer him so that we can stand in his presence. Instead, like Isaiah, like Peter, we will cry, “Woe to me! I am ruined! For I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” (verse 5) 
Get away from me, Lord. I’m a sinner! Cast me away, God. Cast me away forever because I am not worthy to be here before you. If 
we try to stand before God on our own merits, on our own efforts, it will be the worst day of our lives.  

The Lord Almighty did not bring Isaiah to see him face to face to terrify him and make him feel like he wants to die. As Isaiah is 
cowering from God, knowing that he should be eliminated and scrubbed clean from his sights, he notices that “one of the seraphim 
flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. With it he touched my mouth and said, ‘See, 
this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.’” (verses 6-7)  

Remember that the setting of Isaiah meeting God is the temple. The coal comes from the altar, the altar where sacrifice is made to 
take away sins. The Lord Almighty uses this coal to atone for Isaiah’s sin and take away his guilt. He atones for our sin in this way: 
God made him who had no sin be sin for us so that when he sacrificed himself on the altar, he took away our sin. Jesus shed his 
perfect, holy blood to pay for our sins. By doing so, he has cleansed us from our unclean lips. Through the sacrifice he made, God has 
brought us to himself, reconciled us to him.  

This means that my sin is paid for. It’s gone, and so is the guilt that has attached to me for the things I have said and the things I have 
heard. The day I meet God is the worst for showing me my sins and failures, my uncleanness, but it is also the best day of my life. He 
did not bring me to him so that I could be judged as unholy as I am, to ruin me. He brought me to him to atone for my sins and take 
away my guilt. I am no longer ruined. I am forgiven. I am saved. I am made new.  

Because God atones for our sins and takes our guilt away, we have a complete attitude change. Instead of Isaiah wallowing in the 
thoughts of being ruined because of his unclean lips, he uses those lips made new through God’s atonement to volunteer himself to 
go for the Lord, to be the Lord Almighty’s prophet. Peter who begged Jesus to get away from him because he was a sinful man 
before his sinless Lord, had Jesus call him to no longer be afraid. His sin was atoned for. His guilt was taken away. Jesus called him to 
fish for people. Simon Peter no longer begged Jesus to go away, but he left everything – his boats, his fish, his business – and 
followed Jesus.  

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans 10:13) We are saved from unclean lips and the unclean lips of 
those who surround us. The Lord Almighty atoned for Isaiah’s sins and saved Peter from his sins. In meeting the Lord, we know that 
he has atoned for our sins and taken away our guilt. This is what we get to share with others.  

If we plan on meeting God on our terms, with our merits, it will be the worst day of our lives. We will be ruined, just like Isaiah, 
because we are people of unclean lips. But in God bringing us to himself to meet him on his terms, we find a God who has atoned for 
our sins and taken our guilt away. He turns this into the best day of our lives. When we meet God, we remember that we do not 
come to him on our terms; we come on his - on the terms of the sacrifice he made on his altar, on what he did to atone for our sins 
and take our guilt away. When we meet God fully trusting in what he has done for us, we are no longer ruined. The Lord Almighty 
accepts us because we are covered in Christ’s holiness, his merits. The day we meet God face to face will be the best day of our lives 
because of what he did for us. Until then, send us out in your name and with your message that you have atoned for all sins, that 
you take away all our guilt. Amen.  
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